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Notes on Camp

Hords such as wilderness, forest, nalure and bush collectlively Auesvribe, If
often haphazrdly, the world beyond the city's frontiera. The word landscane,
usad to describe the visual or literary representations of such places,
pwerfully connotes their centrality within the western imaginative
tradition. Such words describe civiilisaticn's other, a fictive realm
beyand the prosaia particularities of urkan etruggle; above all, they
delineate a zcone of strict ideoclogical neutrality. Considerations of

the use to whicn a forest or wilderness
might be put, whether thraangh resovrce extraction or its ideclogical opposite,
eco-tourism, gererally fzll cutside descripticns of the place itself.
The land can be logged, hunted in, hiked through, shctograghad palinted, viewed
or left alone, but frcm the city's vantage it remains "muteide", mysteriously
beyond and above eccnermic cxigencics., Unlike lanéd in the cities, the wildernes:
ia praaumad t¢ ke held in a hind of common trust, prescrved by an ect of
collective regard. An example of the results of such attitudes occured during

the last weex of June...Sound, when ...protest. 'lnough the activists morally
Scoparate encamaclven from rhe naes ro whinkh ke TAarmd was mat, Fhay cannot

zo0 ecasily transcend a view of it--as common cultural sropercty, equally
accesible to all--as essentially unreflective as the loggers whasa livelihonds
they seek t¢ eradicate,

¥hy, therefcre, ¢éo wcrds such as wilderness and forest, wnicn wouid appear
to be merely descriptive and neutral, evake nat only the places they
denote, but imply a transcendance of the social and economic rsalms?
Cities..omit lard...for benoclden "sukject"....

omit next sentence...

Wiy is Lhe natural world preasumed to be abcve these structures?

The fact that an ecosysten can he self-governing neans.
omit "into all land"

@imply hecause the natural werld is not a dencely human eocial arena
does nct place it outeide a political cconomy. The buzh...

So tc asky why...of imaginarly freesdoms is to ask such freedoma are

cean a8 necessatry. 0One answer pesits tha city..of werk, beholden...nie or he
In cpoussiticn are the limitless forests...where the relationship

of person and environment are unmediated end free. In this...

as countterpeint and kalm te ity pressvures, a wlacve wheroe thoe

weary citizencan recharge his or her psychic tatteries, returning

to the workplace rechargsd ané recreated,
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