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I Out on the own 

Suburban Culture at 

PoCoRococo 
What do shopping malls 

and suburbs have to do w ith 
art? 

In the traditional sense of 
museums, galleri es and 
�ymphony ha lls, not much. 
In terms of popular culture 
- movies. rock music and
spor ts - sub urbs a re 
thriving and shopping malls
are the centre of attention. 

The idea that culture 
emerging in the suburbs 
promotes artistic develop
ment in the city is the theme 
of Poco Rococo. 

Presented jointly by 
Vancouver's or Gallery and 
Port Coquitlam Senior 
Secondary, Poco Rococ o is 
an art show for suburban 
audiences. 

Curator Ken Lum wants 
to demons trate the link 
between popular culture and 
fine art by presenting 
professional art works in a 
shopping ma!!. 

Coqu itlam Centre Malrs 
patrons can see an art show 
on their way to a movie or 

bar which reflec ts on the 
?ult�re they are participat
ing m. 

Bec ause high school 
students work and play in 
this mall the work of the 
seventy student artists in the 
sho w is of sp ecial 
significance. 

Many of the professional 
artists in the show attended 
hig hschool in the suburb s 
and  th:y want to share 
knowledge and experience 
with their younger counter
p a  rt s. In a st a t ement 
prepared for the exhibit they 
said: 

"Highschool students are 
particularly involved with 
ma ss culture and this shows 
in their a rt work with a 
directness that expresses the 
actual conditions of their 
lives. 

"This directness is a 
symbol for a new genera
tions' form of a rtistic 
invention. We want to learn 
form this process and 
contribute to it_�-

W hi I e the thr ee a rt 

teachers from Poco Senior 
Secondary share the artists' 
conc ern for a d i algue 
between generations the y 
have a special conCern. 

Funding cut s  to art 
programs combine d with 
stiffer graduation require
ments for university-bound 
student s are st opping 
·students from taking art 
course s, the teachers charge. 

Graphic arts, sculpture 
and ceramics te acher, Myra 
Eadie says she hopes the 
sh ow wil l present th is 
problem to the public. 

"I know a girl who can't 
take Grade Twelve art  
because it  will prevent her 
form fulfilling the require
ments for university en
trance. Without the fi�al 
year of art instruction she 
won't have a pres entable 
portfolio for art s chool," 
Eadie says. 

Fellow teachers Lorne 
Whorley and Tuk Caldwell 
will exhibi t works in 
dr awing and wood sculp
ture, respectively. 
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