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'IHI'IIIIIIIII Eye on Events RN

Rraee-fo-The-Sereemn

by Larissa Lai

conference / festival explor-

ing race and representation

in film and video:January 26
- February 3 at The Euclid Theatre,
Toronto.

Race 1o the Screen involved a
week’s worth of screenings, presen-
tations, and panels dealing with is-
sues as diverse as AIDS, the Native
struggle, South Asian women, and
being a black, gay man. '

New York/Toronto filmmaker
Helen Lee gave a talk on the Asian
lemale viewer and herrelationship to
suchfilms as The World of. SuzyWong,
which espouse clearly racist stere-
otypes and further set the viewer up
to identily with the white, malc pro-
tagonist rather than the Asian female
object. She suggested thatit's possi-
ble for Asian women to take pleasure
from viewing such work at the same
as being highly critical of it. Her
(i, Sally' s Beauty Spot is a carcful
deconstruction of The World of S uzy
Wong. Helen Lee's film features an
Asian female protagonist contrasted
against very flat, objectificd white
and black male characters, turning the

tables on Hollywood trcatment of

women and racism.

Richard Dyer gave a kitch and campy
treatmentof anew-found issue: “White
and Representation”. In true liberal
form, he agreed that it would be unfair
to think of Whites as an ethnic groupin
the same way as Blacks, Asians, and
Natives, because such thinking docsn’(

take into consideration the power ad-
vantage the former have over the layer.
As whitencss is perceived as the norm
that all other groups arc expected to

Sally's Beauty Spot, by Helen Lee

relate 1, he argued, there is no other
norm 10 juxtapose it against. Further,
since whites arc so ubiquitous on the
big screen, there are no stereotypes of
them perse. Rather, they are viewed as
adiverse group with a varicly of char-
acteristics that can’t be pinncd down.
Having said that, however, he proceeds
to outlinc some sicreotypes of white
people - the Blond Bombshell, the
Tarzan /
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fairskinned, which, as anyone who has
chanced in on the odd Kurosawa (ilm
knows is not the casc.

In the pancl on race as a social con-
struction, Richard Fung brought up,
among other things, the question of
who gets to speak for a group. Midi
Onodera had been told carlicr this
year thal a picce to be broadcast on
the CBC scrics Inside Stories would
have (o be edited so that the lesbian-
ism of her protagonist wouldn't be
cvident. To present a Japanese lcs-
bian on such a program, they sug-
gested, would be tantamount to say-
ing that all Japanese arc gay!

The discussion then moved 1o how
race is defined. Cat Cayuga, a First
Nations woman, and Roger Simon,
A Jewish man, talked about the dif-
ficultics of being perceived as
“while” when they felt that they
differed culturally in a very distinet
way from the mainstrcam. Cat
Cayaga expressed her dismay at the
difficultics she has with such things
as casting agencics who won't cast
her because she doesn't “look like

an Indian”.  Hollywood, she argued,
has taken the power of sclf-definition
away [rom Nativcs,

Marlene Nourbese Phitip argued that
African-Canadians must defline them-
selves by their skin color because it's
by that standard that they’re identificd
and discriminated against, cspecially
by the police. Betty Julian, a Black
woman brought up by white parents,
disagreed saying that becausc she was
culwrally more white than black, she
wasn't treated in a similar fashion to
those brought up in the black commu-
nity. She argucd that race is primarily
a social, political construction.

This, of course, is only the tip of the
iccberg. There was much discussion,
many screenings, and the odd [estivity.
No final answers were found, but the
mere lactihat these issues were brought
to light and dealt with constructively
made it worth the trip.




