Images that look

back in time

W-TEN YEARS LATER, Contempo-
tary Art Gallery, to Dec. 20.
CA;ERA OHKS. Or Qallery, to

B ELIZABETH GODLEY
ARIAN Penner Bancroft’s
four-part photograph in-.
hﬂdhoogorp:tr:nd ““ o
€ pa Bl‘“ell
an apt centrepiece T tbeautcm
porary’s current show, organized to
celebrate its 10th ennlvemry
: Bancroft and the six other artists
“riose work ls ghawa hare wers
among liter:
gling unknowns who, back in the
mid-70s, participeted in a federal
goverment make-work project and
produced the 3,000-0dd pieces of art
now in collections held by the Con-
temporary and the City of Vancou-

, Since this show is, in & way, a
glance backward, Bancroft’s re-
membrances strike the right note,
although her photograph was made
this year and its concerns - child-
hood fears and war toys — are con-
temporary

Another work that deals with

 up, growing older
q er is Liz llegor’s
ve-

The feacine photozrephe of
children — sin es. twins, triplets
and uadruplets — are reason

u& Jook at this piec e

But there are dozens of levels of
meaning here, as Megor explores
the changes wrought on human
beings by time and living

Two pieces by Robert Young —
an auemhlue made out of a

ckin -crate ‘and eome
tencept a lovingly pain'
portrait o! a packing crate — and
one of Judy Williams' watery, mys-
terious paintings are the other
highlights of this :how.

Unless you're up on the past work
and predelictions of the Or Gal-
lery’s stable, its current show of
work by 10 photographer-artists

I

bachrome, or that Ian Wallace s

sna shot of himself reading at a
ble refers back to a sort of perfor-

mance piece he did at the Or.

And
some

u need to understand

artists’ fasclm
tion with modem
B_hiloeophy and writin
rench thinker Jean Bau rd
whose theories about simulacra’
inform Phillip MeCrum’s what-the-
butler.caw peep-show.

According to a recent New
Yorker article, Baudrillard’s work
is all the rage in art circles there.

Ina nutshell, the of»hilospher says
we live in a world signs that have
become detached from the real
things they represent, thanks to the
overwhelming power of advertlc-
ing, TV and other media.

“This tarn of events according to
Baudrillard, meens artists are
hard put to produce: art, but can

only refer to it by rmm dckfng previ-
ous art

Although McCrum\s peep-show I

can bé enjo ed even, if ‘you don’t
know what he’s on albout — peer
through the eye-pleco and you can
dimly make out six photographs of
the artist, swathed %»drapery and
poses from o
the t has titled the: piece Simu-
lacrum, an obvmue y'eference to
Baudrillard. i
Also worth a looik a're Stan
Douglas’s nifty boxed' piano roll,
accompanied by a phi otograph of
the correspondjng sheel; music;
Don Gill’s compilai.ion of TV
images of a bomb blast..




